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SFF IN 1970 

The principles and purposes of Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship have become more and 
more important during the 1960's. They have become so not because the pursuit of know¬ 
ledge and God and "the other side" has changed but rather because many other less stable 
programs and causes have been questioned, have been tested, and in many cases have deteri¬ 
orated by degrees. 

The formerly unquestioned values and activities have not successfully withstood 
this period of scrutiny, questioning and testing. As a result many people have turned to 
God and are seeking to learn the laws of the spiritual world. SFF membership has multi¬ 
plied substantially in the latter part of the '60's as people looked to it for help in 
their spiritual exploration and interpretation. 

The importance of SFF will continue to grow as more and more people join its ranks 
to pursue their understanding of God's ways in psychic phenomena, mystical experiences, 
prayer, spiritual healing, personal survival. 

SFF will be larger in its membership and in its obligations in 1970: 

- This realization reinforces the dedication of SFF to serve its cause and members. 

- This realization emphasizes the responsibilities of we in SFF to continue our 
stable organization and to be certain we can make further progress. 

- This realization emphasizes the responsibilities of SFF membership and leaders to 
serve each other with dedication and humility. 

- SFF's obligation is to further progress in every facet of its activities in 1970 — 
not individually — but together with each member faithfully serving every other member 
through the Fellowship. 


SOUTH FLORIDA CONFERENCE 


February 12, 13, & 14 the South Florida 
Chapter is sponsoring a Conference, "The 
Creative Spectrum of Awareness". On the 
12th the meeting will be held at Bayfront 
Auditorium in Miami moving to the University 
of Miami campus on the 13th and 14th. 

Speakers will include Diane Pike, widow 
of the late James Pike; Arthur Ford, famed 


medium and SFF member; Clement Tamburrino, 
healer from Philadelphia. The program 
will be complemented by local leaders 
lending their knowledge and skills to the 
conference. 

Further details are available from the 
Chairman, Bud Hayes, 7790 Sunset Drive, 
Miami, Florida 33143. 


The Newsletter of Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship is published ten times a year (monthly 

except July and August), by the Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship, the office of which is at 
800 Custer, Evanston, Illinois 60202. Member of SFF receive the Newsletter by virtue of 
membership. Second-class postage paid at Evanston, Illinois. 
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PROGRESS IN BRITAIN 


A digest of the activities of our sister organization. The Churches' Fellowship for 
Psychical and Spiritual Studies. Headquarters of The Churches' Fellowship is 5 Denison 
House, 296 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London, S.W.l, England. 

Prepared by Percy E. Corbett, Esq., 

General Secretary of The Churches' Fellowship 


In working at the hub of a Christian, 
inter-denominational and international 
body of people who are obviously reach¬ 
ing out for spiritual knowledge which is 
not available to them in the Church, it 
is inevitable that one tends to look at 
life in a broad way and to recognize 
patterns in individual lives which must 
affect collective patterns in the future. 
Those who respond by joining our Fellow¬ 
ship extend their mental and spiritual 
horizons by using our library, reading 
books and booklets which we publish, at¬ 
tending lectures at branch meetings and 
conferences and by joining other members 
in small groups for Study and Discussion, 
Intercessory Prayer and Meditation. This 
process automatically gives new members a 
deeper understanding of the Christian 
teachings and of many phrases in common 
use in our services of worship. This 
means that vitality is being restored to 
the Church in a way which is similar to 
the way in which the Holy Spirit worked 
through members of the early Christian 
Church. It is not happening as a result 
of decisions taken by the Council of 
Churches or the Church Assembly, nor as a 
result of changes in the system of train¬ 
ing at Theological Colleges. It is flow¬ 
ing, in the main, through the untrained 
laity who are responding to something which 
they feel intuitively is good and true. If 
I am right in this brief outline of con¬ 
clusions based on my practical experience, 
this is a natural spiritual phenomenon of 
the 20th century and nothing can halt its 
process. 

When small groups of members work to¬ 
gether on a special project there are fur¬ 
ther signs of progress. We have a Schools 
Speakers Panel which offers speakers to 
headmasters of secondary schools. The 
scheme was initiated in the Birmingham area 
and it is an interesting fact that 53 out of 
212 headmasters approached accepted the 


offer. A 25% response is significant as it 
indicates (a) that there is a growing in¬ 
terest in psychic matters among young people 
and (b) that there is a real weakness in the 
Educational System as most teachers are un¬ 
able to deal with the problem. During the 
Summer of 1969, I attended a Conference of 
Vl-formers on the Paranormal. The subject 
was chosen by the VI-formers themselves. 

The Minister of Education has been advised 
of these events and trends. 

The power of specialist group activity 
is also revealed in the field of healing. 

Our Founder-Chairman, Lt.Col. R.M. Lester 
and Mrs. Lester, have been holding an in¬ 
creasing number of Healing/Meditation 
Services in various parts of Britatin. In 
addition to our Central Healing Advisory 
Committee and our Sub-Committee on Mental 
Illness, we now have a Medical Section whose 
members are strictly limited to those with 
medical qualifications. Members of this 
section are investigating cases of healing 
cures with a view to recording a hypothesis 
explaining the phenomenon and also of repor¬ 
ting results of investigations in Medical 
Journals. The Minister of Health has been 
advised of our work in this field. I have 
told him that our members who are partici¬ 
pating in this work are concerned with man 
as a trinity of body, mind and spirit and 
that, it seemed to me, many of the doctors 
and psychiatrists in his department appear 
to regard man as a duality of body and 
brain or mind. I also suggested that this 
limited outlook may be the reason for the 
increase in spiritual healing which reached 
a deeper, spiritual level than drugs and 
medicine. 

The former Leader of our Committee on 
Mysticism was Miss Frances Banks who was 
well-known to many of our members who 
heard her lecture and lead delegates at 
conferences in meditation. For many years, 
she was Sister Frances Mary of the Community 
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of the Resurrection, Grahamstown, South 
Africa. She held a degree in psychology, 
at one time taught in Maidstone jail and 
was the author of Frontiers of Revelation . 
Before she died in 1965, she was a close 
friend of Helen Greaves who is a Council 
Member of our Fellowship, a sensitive and 
author of The Dissolving Veil . As one 
might expect, Frances Banks communicated 
from the next world with Helen Greaves and 
these communications are recorded in the 
book. Testimony of Light , by Helen Greaves 
which we published in October 1969. The 
quality of the book is such that we are 


confident that it will be widely read and 
have important repercussions throughout 
the world. I am sure that members of SFF 
will want to participate in this current 
trend by reading the book and passing it to 
friends and ministers. 

I look forward to the unfoldment of fur¬ 
ther spiritual patterns in 1970 with confi¬ 
dence and with faith in the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. Let us unite to a further 
degree and use the Atlantic as a bridge for 
deeper harmony and strength. 


THE FINANCIAL CORNER 

Last month we mentioned the SFF 
dream of expanding its influence in many 
different ways and how additional money 
would help in furthering the realization 
of this dream. Have you secured a new 
member for SFF? Or have you considered 
raising the class of your own membership 
to a higher category? All these "little" 
bits add up to large sums'. 

Sometimes contributors of larger 
gifts can be found. Do you know of any¬ 
one whom the Finance Committee might con¬ 
tact for additional monies? And Finance 
Chairman, William Holes, is interested in 
learning of forward-looking business 
people who might be willing to serve on 
the Finance Committee. Send your sug¬ 
gestions on either group to him in care 
of the Newsletter. 


• Woodbury, N. J. - Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 
8:00 P.M., Curtis Fuller will be guest 
speaker; his topic, "Parapsychology: 
Implications for Religion". Mr. Fuller, 
noted publisher and editor, is the nati¬ 
onal treasurer of SFF and is President 
and founder of the publishing firm of 
Clark and Woodall. He and his wife, Mary, 
produce "Fate Magazine" and "Trailer 
Travel Magazine". The meeting will be 
at Christ Episcopal Church. A question 
period follows each lecture. 

t Memphis, Tennessee - In January this 
Chapter sponsored three public lectures 
by the Rev. Ted Swager. The Rev. Swager 
also led a seven-day workshop while there. 


• Philadelphia, Pa. - A panel discussion 
will be held on Tuesday, January 27, at 
8:00 P.M. at Arch Street United Methodist 
Church, Broad and Arch Streets in Phila. 

The subject of discussion is, "SFF - What 
It is - What It Isn't". Panelists will be 
Dr. Patricia Middleton, resident in Psy¬ 
chiatry at Pennsylvania Institute; the Rev. 
Lawrence Althouse, SFF Chairman of Reading- 
Berks County, Pa. Chapter, SFF Council 
member and pastor of United Methodist Church 
in Mohnton, Pa.,; and the Rev. Wm. Rauscher, 
SFF Council member and rector at Christ 

Episcopal Church in Woodbury, N. J. 

Tuesday, February 24, 8:00 P.M., the Rev. 
Theodore Swager will speak at Arch Street 
Methodist Church on "A United Methodist 
Minister to Speak on the Paranormal"....A 
donation of $ 1.50 will be asked at these 
lectures to cover expenses. Students $ .50. 
There are 1,000 unreserved seats - bring 
your friends. 

• New York City - Brother Mandus is on 
their Calendar of Events for March. No 
definite date yet. 

• Chicago, Ill. - A meeting is planned 
for January 22 with Rev. Bert Jacobs as 
speaker. He promises to tell of some of the 
wonderful things God can do. Having been In 
the Philippines and studied some of the 
healers there we expect Mr. Jacobs may 
speak of them as one of the manifestations 
of Divine Power....On February 19 Mr. Henry 
Rucker is to be speaker. Save the date'. 

Both meetings are to be held in the Chicago 
Temple, 77 W. Washington, 7:30 P.M. 











S. F, F. Study Series: THE PARANORMAL IN THE BIBLE 
Lesson 11 — January, 1970 

Subject: "KARIM" 

-Prepared by C. Leslie Palmer 


I. Definition: 

a) The lilebster ' s New World Dictionary defines KARIM as "1 . in Buddhism _& 
Hinduism , the totality of a person's actions in one of the sucessive 
states of his existence, thought of as determining his fate in the 
next; hence, 2. loosely, fate; destiny." 

b) Ian Stevenson in Twenty Cases Suggestive of Reincarnation (p. 134) 
says "...this word (karma) refers to the effect in the present life 
of causes in an earlier life which become carried into the succeed¬ 
ing personality in the next life." 

II. Biblical references: 

The doctrine of karma is probably found in the Bible only in in¬ 
ference. The following are references which some persons believe refer 
to karma: 

a) John 9:1-3a (NEB) — "As he went on his way Jesus saw a man blind 
from birth. His disciples put the question, 'Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents? Why was he born blind?" 

b) Romans 8:2 (NEB) — "there is no condemnation for those who are united 
with Christ Jesus, because in Christ Jesus the life-giving law of the 
Spirit has set you free from the law of sin and death." 

ibid (Phillips) — "For the new spiritual principle of life 'in' 

Christ Jesus lifts me out of the old vicious circle of sin and death." 

c) Galatians 6:7 (NEB) — "a man reaps what he sows" 

III. Comments: 

The doctrine of karma is, of course, inextricably tied in with the 
belief in reincarnation. (Reincarnation will be the subject of a future 
lesson.) Although neither karma or reincarnation are set forth as doc¬ 
trines in the Bible a search of Judeo/Christian writings turns up many 
references to both and these doctrines help to answer some of the ques¬ 
tions raised by a literal interpretation of portions of the Bible. 

Some persons interpret the doctrine of karma in such a mechanistic 
way that it literally becomes a doctrine of fatalism. These would seem 
to be a contradiction of the Christian doctrine of grace and salvation. 
John Gaynor Banks in fflaster and Disciple , referring to Romans 8:2, has 
the master say, "The crucified thief who spontaneously and suddenly 
turned to me was no longer subject to the law of Karma. He was then a 
living part of my own redemptive Karma. It is in this abolition of Karma 
and in the victory of grace over human destiny (as subject to the law) 
that the deepest element of my Gospel is revealed, my grace (inner es¬ 
tablishment) frees man from the domination of time and temporal process¬ 
es,, while occultism teaches that this can be achieved by numerous rein¬ 
carnations. Outside of this redemptive process of 'grace' the progress 
and evolution of man proceeds through rebirths or reincarnations pre¬ 
cisely as the occultists teach." 

(Over) 













IV. Suggestions for individual and/or group study: 

a) Can you think of any additional references in the Bible that may indi¬ 
cate an allusion to the belief in karma? Discuss. 

b) UJhat is your reaction to the references given? 

Do you feel that it is permissable to use these? 

Is it possible that this is an example of reading into the scrip¬ 
tures uhat one wants to find there? 

c) UJhat is your understanding of the doctrine of karma? 

1) If individual study, write this out as briefly but completely as 
possible. 

2) If group study, members of the group share their ideas and then 
discuss what has been shared. 

d) Does your theology allow for the doctrine of karma? 

e) If you have not tried to integrate the idea of karma into your theol¬ 
ogy how would doing so effect your religious belief? 

f) UJhat dangers do you see in a mechanistic (rigid cause and effect) in¬ 
terpretation of karma? 

g) Consider Bohn Gaynor Banks' thesis of "the victory of grace over human 
destiny". 

Does this help reconcile the doctrine of grace and the doctrine 
of karma? 

Do you think this interpretation is biblically sound? 


Note: Keep the study and discussion on karma including reincarnation only 

as it necessarily relates. Be careful not to get centered on rein¬ 
carnation at this point. Hold that subject for future study, -clp 

U. Bibliography and references: 

The writer is not aware of any references dealing directly and pri¬ 
marily with the subject of karma in the Bible. There are many books, 
pamphlets, etc. on the subject of karma and many references to the sub¬ 
ject in other books, pamphlets, etc. 

A book which contains many references to karma and which is inter¬ 
esting because of the wide spectrum it covers is Reincarnation in UJorld 
Thought compiled and edited by doseph Head and S. L. Cranston; Oulian 
Press; New York; 1967; $8.50. 









FROM THE NEBRASKA CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 


The following column appeared in the September 1969 Nebraska Chapter SFF Newsletter 
under their regular department - Chairman's Corner , It was written by the Rev. B. Roy 
Brown, then Chairman of the Chapter. The Rev. Brown is minister at First United 
Methodist Church in Omaha and now serves as the Nebraska Chapter's Spiritual Director. -- 


I feel there is a need now and then to 
remind our SFF members of the responsibi¬ 
lities and dangers in the general field 
of parapsychology. The aims and purposes 
of SFF include the study of all sorts of 
phenomena. However, this study should be 
within the framework of seeking to become 
a better person among one's companions, 
and before a loving Father in Creation. 
There is always a danger that person will 
become so interested in the strange wor¬ 
kings of the other world that he becomes 
obsessed with the study. He arrives at a 
point of imbalance where there is an un¬ 
healthy emphasis on this one area. In 
some cases this can lead to the unfor¬ 
tunate condition of mental disease. For 
instance, one can become so involved in 
spirit communication that "voices" are 
always speaking. 

Remember to keep one foot on the ground. 
Take an interest in this life to the de¬ 
gree that you will not be oblivious to its 


needs. Here is where we have to live 
until we cross over. 

There are risks in becoming a good Chris¬ 
tian, let alone delving into the psychic 
field. A person could be so preoccupied 
with the Bible, for example, that he 
withdraws into another world. He might 
even begin to think of himself as the 
returned Messiah. 

I point out that we do not have to believe 
exactly as other members of the group do. 

You may or may not believe in psychometry 
or reincarnation. Do not insist that 
others must have your particular experience. 
Each person must grow on his own, at his 
own pace. A value of SFF is that everyone 
is learning how to grow without pressure, 
just exactly as they see it, and absorbing 
what they comfortably can. Such studies 
are not for everyone. One must have 
achieved a certain state of maturity. 

Careful therej All things in moderation. 
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